UNCLASSIFIED 
AD  NUMBER 


AD514572 

CLASSIFICATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

FROM: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

LIMITATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

Approved  for  public  release;  distribution  is 
unlimited. 


FROM: 

Distribution  authorized  to  U.S.  Gov't,  agencies 
and  their  contractors ; 

Administrative /Operational  Use;  13  AUG  1970. 
Other  requests  shall  be  referred  to  Office  of 
the  Adjutant  General  (Army) ,  Washington,  DC 
20310. 


_ AUTHORITY _ 

AGO  Itr  29  Apr  1980  ;  AGO  Itr  29  Apr  1980 


THIS  PAGE  IS  UNCLASSIFIED 


THIS  REPORT 0%  ^EEN’OELIMITED^f' 
AND  CLEARED  ^RV' PUBLIC  RELBA^,u" 
UNDER  DOD  DI&iVE, 520^0' /iSifr 

ITS  USE  AND  D^IloSURE,  .  .  /  '  ’ 


APPROVED  Fjp|[  fPILlt  5IUSA«; 
»ISTR?BUTIjWl  .UHLlMITEE^;f;' ,  , 


iiff 


SECURITY 

MARKING 


The  classified  or  limited  status  of  this  repoit  applies 
to  each  page,  unless  otherwise  marked. 

Separate  page  printouts  MUST  be  marked  accordingly. 


I  THIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18, 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794.  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  ffhen  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
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thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
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SI'BJECT :  Operational  Repori  -  I.essoiis  I. earned.  Headquarters,  52d  Aviation 

Battalion  (Combat),  Period  Ending  31  July  1970  (U) 


SEE  DT^TRl  Bl'TlON 
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iiir 

1  ■  ••  d.  ^ 


1.  The  attached  report  is  forwarded  lor  review  and  evaluation  in 
accordance  with  para  4b,  AR  525-15. 

2.  The  information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure 
that  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  are  used  to  the  benefit 
of  future  operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training 
material . 

3.  Information  of  actions  initiated  as  a  result  of  your  evaluation 
should  be  forwarded  to  the  Assistant  tihief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
ATTN:  FOR  OT  UT  within  90  days  of  receipt  of  this  letter. 
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'  CONFIDENTIAL 

DHPiUlTtlETT  OF  ITIE  .jy-II 

KE.'J)QUftRT5nS,  52:’D  ..VL.TIOI'i  E^-mLIOii  (Ga®AT) 

/iPO  S  -:  F.-jicicco  ':6.V94 
"FLZD'lu  au.G02:S'' 

LVBLCB~OQ  13  A\:i,uDt  1970 

SUEJECTs  Operation  ilcport  -  Lessons  Lcarnod,  jL':.dc.-LL.rt^rs-  52nd 
Aviation  Battalion  (Combat),  P:-riod  Endinj  31  J’Jly  197G 
RCS  CSF(IU65  (R2)  (U) 


SEE  DISTR.EUTION 


1  •  Section  1  -  Oporations;  Significant  ..ctivitlos. 

a,  (C)  General.  This  report  for  tlio  period  1  fcy  1970  throivih  31  July 
1970  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  iJl  525-15,  USARpj.G  Reg  525-15  ‘-iTd  liSjEV 
Supplv^Kcnt  1  to  525-15* 

(1  )  Headquarters,  52nd  i.vir.tion  Battf-lion  (Comb.'.t),  LTC  Iii,.'n;.ld  H,  I'icjTitt, 
Commanding,  ram’, ins  at  Camp  Holloway,  Ploilcu,  RVH,  Inclocuro  1  reflects  the 
st'..ticn  list  oi'  all  assigned  asad  attached  unite  L'/it-h  location  and  APO,  as  of 
31  J-oly  197C, 

(2)  Qiring  the  qurJctcT  there  has  been  iTO  significant  change  of  mission. 

The  battalion  continues  to  provido  avi'.tion  support  to  •■•he  U,S.  Fairth  Ihfan'try 
Divisionj  5th  Special  Forcos  Group,  Airbornoi  11  iJtVIT  Corps}  14/.CV}  end  other 
forces  in  tho  Centr  1  Highlands  of  Vietrxm,  (Sec  Inclosuro  2)  All  oper' tionrJL 
and  administrative  functions  and  activities  of  Camp  HoHowr.y^  Hollc'.jay 
iJmj’’  j'drfield,  and  Kontum  Army  nlrfield  exo  ccntrollod  by  the  52nd  j.-via/bion 
Battalion  (Combat), 

b,  (C)  p.rscnncl. 


(1 )  Awrnds  and  D.  coratiens.  The  followir.g  awrsrds  uoro  a.pprovcd  and  presented 


dm-ing  this  reporting  poric'd. 

'M. 

itaiE 

JULI 

Silver  Star 

0 

3 

3 

6 

Distii-g-sishod  Plying  Cross 

3 

24. 

55 

82 

ilrcnsc  Sta.r  ”V” 

3 

1 

2 

6 

Bronze  S-tar 

25 

16 

58 

99 

nrmy  Ccmnicndaticn  liod-J. 

11 

19 

3 

33 

ikmy  Coimcndaticn  Modal 

Air  h'  a:  1  '9  " 

94 

35 

221 

350 

30 

16 

110 

156 

icLr  .'uir.-L 

175 

132 

782 

10?  9 

pLvrplo  Heart 

0 

_ 2^. 

_ 26 

341 

260 

1256 

1857 

FOR  OT  UT 

703096 

1 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

J.VBJ.CB-CC  (13  iiUi3  70 ) 

SUBJECT:  Opcratioa'-l  Ropcrt  -  Lo3sor.a  L^sjcj^od,  Hor.dqtir.rtcrs,  52nd  .M.v:.r.tion 
Bcttc’-Lion  (Co;-ib.-t),  Kricd  Ending;  31  J'lly  1970, 

RCS  CSFCB-65  (K2j  (U) 

(3)  itirscnnol  turncvcr  for  tl'-o  roportiiir-:  pori'cl  v;c.s  ns  fcUov/si 


S'! 

GAJHS 

losses 

CHAHGE 

LC^l-^ 

CHANGE 

JAY 

96 

45 

+51 

IC'O 

177 

-17 

55 

71 

-16 

123 

192 

-69 

JUL 

40 

32 

+£ 

162 

15B 

+4 

(4) 

T!ic  batt.'-lien  total 

stror.  til  is  1751  as  cf 

31  Jul  70. 

Pile  b..ttalicn 

is  r.!.;,rt 

1  ccnriiss 

ioned  officer,  30  warToant 

officer? 

and  12B- 

enlisted  non. 

Str\,ngtli£ 

!  by  unit 

•'.ro  shoim  in  Inclosurc  3, 

(5) 

Infomatian  Office  ..ctivlties: 

(.'. )  irir.tcd  ld..lcr.3es  50 


)  irir.tcd  ld..lcr.3es  50 

(L)  rlctoriol  i.clcr.scs  15 

(c)  Honctovm  iTiiitod  uclt.'.ECS  212 

(d )  Hometown  Piotcrial  iv^lor.si.  s  95 


c.  (C)  Intelligence.  The  S-2  socti- n  cor.tinnos  to  publish  dr.il:,- 
L'.tclligcncG  sunTer.ry  of  signific.''.nt  activitios  in  the  Plciku-Kcntum  rxoc.  end 
western  Binh  Dini;  Ii'ovince,  Ihtclli£encc  infomntion  is  gathered  j;ron  the 
hcr.dc.urxtors,  MUlt-jy  '.legicn  II|  5tli  Speoi'u  Forces;  other  supported  units; 
liaison  visits  to  other  S-2  offices;  <''.nd  debriefings  subirdtted  by  aviators  e.nd 
air  rJLssion  ooiaiiirjadors, 

(1)  Enciij'  ...ctivity*  During  this  reporting  period  tiie  52nd  Avi-.tion  Battalion 
(Conbat)  assets  wore  subjected  to  six  oneny  initiated  attacks  by  fire,  Thi'oc 
such  attacks  were  in  the  month  cf  Hay  whoi:  (l.mp  Holloway,  on  throe  iliffcront 
occasions,  received  a  totcl  cf  eight  122mr.;  rockets,  Eno!.iy  initiated  activity 
doercased  slightly  the  following  nontli,  C'mp  Hellow'r.y  only  recoived  one 

attack  during  the  month  of  June  ^on  two  122r.m  rockets  were  expended  aga.inst  the 
criip,  Kentun  inrrsy  .iirfield  during  the  same  reporting  period  acccu:itcd  ior 
one  st/-.nd-off  attack  when  two  122tr.:  rockets  full  inside  tliolr  perimeter,  Hio 
non’cl;  of  July  was  tho  quietest  month  reported,  C.mp  Iiollov;ay  received  six 
&2ms'.  uerters  durii'^g  one  stand~off  attack, 

(2)  Movement;  Tlio  major  irVA  units  ha.vc  moved  out  of  tho  Dak  lok-JWc  lo 
region  and  aro  bolived  to  be  located  in  a.nd  rreund  base  area.  609,  lua  element 
of  the  66tla  NVA  Regt  was  reported  in  the  soutliern  scoticn  of  basu  area  702, 

Pee  K394  *irtillor^^  B.'.ttalion  moved  from  tho  Eorlao  iroviiico  Area  tc  .'.11  lu-docatcd 
•’rea  west  of  tlio  Du.c  CX-  Speci'J-  Forces  C.-mp,  iilso  tiie  K-20  Sapper  Battalion, 
t)'.at  was  located  tc  tlio  ca.st  of  base  area  609,  was  identified  in  tlio  Duo  Co 
ijxoa.  In  late  Jiuie,  tlio  K631  GiV  -.pcsitc  Bc,ttalion  that  •..ormr.Uy  w:.rks  in  the  LZ 
Oasis.  TAQB,  i.,oved  wUt  of  country  for  approximr.toly  three  weeks  before  returning 
to  on  axon  aoath.ost  of  U  a-.ia. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

A'/'Bi.CB-CC  (13  Au,  70 ) 

SUBJECT:  Oper l'.cp(.rt  -  Luc:>^ns  Lt--.niod,  Ho.',L’.,u'.rtur3,  52nd  Avi  ticn 
EntUil.-;'.  (Gonb.-.t),  Tcriid  Ejjllng  31  JTily  1'.-70, 
liCS  L,SiC..~j5  (d-2)  (U) 

(3)  b'ou  Units;  Tlaorc  hrvc  boon  agent  rep-rts  tl'n.t  r.  nev;  vu-it  for  blio 

!  'ilitary  Rogicn  II  arcr.  is  locL.tocl  around  t}';o  D\k  To  area.  The  proposed  unit 
is  the  Ist  i'iVi.  R-gt,  T’nis  ui'dt  iK.rr'rfLly  vjorks  in  tl.e  .  ilitr.rj’-  uegii-  n  I  sToa, 
Presently,  there  are  no  knev.T.  scurcos  thrt  c. ecinflr;.  the  oxr.ct  locati.  n  of 
tills  now  unit, 

(4)  Situr.tisn;  MVA  anits  have  pulli.d  back  tc  tlio  Ti-i-3ordcr  rxer..  The  locrj 
force  -jnits  are  doing  nest  of  the  harrass.lr^''  a.t  tla  present  tine,  Tl:c  prl'v.'.ry 
icj'yjts  -jc  IlF/PF  imits,  01'* s,  and  poorly  defonded  villages,  Tlio  enc.-y  is 

i,ner.  J-lp  avoiding  cont-act  tc  conserve  his  strength  and  resources, 

(5)  Ground- to*^ilr  Fire;  Dta-ing  tliis  reportin  '  period  the  52nd  i.vi.ation 
:  a.ttaiion  (Ccai-.t/'  had  ninoty-tiirco  aircr.ri't  receive  <'r;.'ur.d-to-r;ir  fire, 

■•r  'M-.e  tcual  nuT..Ler  of  airerri't  hits,  thirty-five  aircr'i't  \.'oro  hit  wi'th 

-■'  ■a  .tic  v;or.p  ::s  fire,  ,30  caliber  or  snallerj  forty-seven  ’.ii’Oraft  VTcro 
.  i.  i.  Ji  all  an.s  fire;  and  ■'.lovcti  aircr  .ft  \jcrc  hit  by  ,=0  c.''J.ibcr  or  lar-jer 
r  -c'.ir  fire, 

( 'j )  Capabilities :  ,  , 

(  )  ih'-ritrn.  Iroviiice:  I:i  Kontua.  Frovince  the  enc;ay  fo'rcos  cui  C'-aohict 
,ff  aL,t'.cks  jt  cenbinatien  o^tc-nd-off/sap;  or  .attqcks  against  US/r.llied 
,:ta]._ '.ti 'ns  .an-n/hcre  in  t^c  province,  ll.e  oneuy  a.S'.  ei'.pl,ey  nort.-rs  up  to 
la.T'..,  75T.i.’.  rec"illosc  riflo,  and  rockets  up  to  HCtia  ttireughout  the  area., 

-iv;'  c.rri  ,/100n./l05i!i..  ^Ttillcry  a.i:ainst  these  instr.ll.'.tiens  near  the  C  ..-[foedion 
jlor  'or.  Ho  c.'ii  ccnhact  ground  attacks  of  up  to  reinforced  bnt'be.li  rn  s-trongth 
vd  fa  S'ap.  ei'ting  artiUerj-,  prir.'irj:ily  in  'tiie  area  of  Du.k  Tc/jo.f.,  Hot  'iid  DrJ: 
bv,a;.r.  Tile  onoiiy  ecu  ;.lso  interdict  QL  I4K  md  route  512,  Triendlj-  ..ir 
C'livity  rv’-y  bo  restricted  with  fire  frou  sahll  cxcis,  .utonatic  v.’eaponG,  end 
12.7t:  ■;iid  37ir.  ''n-bl-aircraft  vioap'.i.s, 

(b)  i'leilcu  Prevince:  Il;c  K63I  ccr.posi'bc  battallcn  is  cr.pc.blc  -f  laiuuf.ing 
12h'x:  rocket  atta.cks  ..n  installa-bi.  ns  around  Plciku  and  C::'p  Encri  cjid  conducting 
ii'lti-t.-.ttc.li(.n  cp'-rati-nis,  T’ne'408th  S  .pper  bat'bc.lion  is  cc'.pa.blo  of  conducting 
■.:ulti~ci,:'.pany  sapper  attacks  on  Plciku,  US  :cid  IiRVH  in-ctalli'.tii'ns,  end  at'f  .c]-:s 
by  fire  i.n  yiling'(;s  a>id  friondJ.;,-  imits  in  the  ..rea,  'ThT'.  n-15  LF  3n  is  capable 
f  l-ar^'.nsing  villages,  uS^  cjul  friendly  ui'.its  using  -SOi.'n.  ricr-airs  .nd  3->i0  r.  ei:ots, 

d.  (C)  Operations. 

(1  )  Dn'in-  the  reporting  period,  tiit,  52ia'  .i-vir.tivn  Battalion  (Geiibat) 
h.as  supported  ccubo.t,  conbat  service,  an*.!  p-  .cific  .ti' n  opcratieiis  tl'T'CUg'hout  tho 
l-I  C.,.rpE  TacticcJ  Zone,  T1*q  batta-licn  fluw  a  tetai  of  30,538  hours  duriiT,g  'the 
peri-  1,  inclu-ling  14,515  h.-urs  of  cciibat  assault.  Units  or  activities  receiving 
tally  ..viation  support  included  the  4tl'i  Infantry  Divjieicn,  Mi*G7,  5th.  Special 
Forces  Group  (Airborne),  ItTV  Artillery,  II  jUVN  Corps,  end  lioilcu,  Kontur.:, 
rhu  h  :n,  end  Elnh  Dirh  Provincos,  T.  bul  '.tod  dr.ta.  of  operational  resiiLts  is  ■ 
nhovni  ta  Inclosurc  4. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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AVBACB-CC  (:^  Au;  70)  CONFIDENTIAL 

SUbJBOT;  Opor 'ti. -I.-;.!  -  i/ossm'.s  L..  .riK.il,  il  f’qu''.rt;.rs,  SZnd 

Aviatiou  r.ittalio:'-  (C  ,  bat),  F'.ri  '  E  -'i  31  Ju].y  1970, 

RCS  CSFOR  (R2)  (U) 

(2)  The  followin  ''  o',  Lr  -ti  ns  won.  suv,  ortv,-<i  '■■ui'i.-i.  t'.is  j -riod 


OPERATION 

..■T.oiT 

/ERl'ldATIOi 

Park  Silver 

Continued 

Continue  s 

r''.ird  Silver 

Conti:  Ui.d 

4  Ifc'.y  70 

Wajme  Wind 

Contirnr.d 

4  May  "'0 

PuW:ia  Plateau 

Continued 

4  May  70 

Dak  Scuie  IV  &  V 

1  April  70 

9  May  70 

Ei;.h  Tay 

5  May  70 

26  Jun  70 

Gh.j''dle  blue 

15  May  70 

2':  May  70 

Wajme  Ju."’.p 

16  May  70 

26  Mo.y  70 

FredondahJ  Gold 

18  May  70 

30  Pay  70 

Putnnj.i  Foirapon 

18  May  70 

Coiiti:';uo3 

Robertson  White 

1  Jun  70 

9  Jui'i  70 

■JapT-o  Hurdle 

1  Jun  70 

26  Jun  70 

Wripht  Blue 

.13  Jun  70 

28  Jun  70 

Wayne  East 

28  JiTT  70 

14  Jul  70 

Br'indioa  lluo 

2-  Jul  70 

C.ntlnues 

Wapmo  Sp.a:i 

13  Jul  70 

Continues 

(3)  The  119th  Aviutio-';  C.ir.ipany  (Aosnult  Hclin.-ptor)  I  ^,d  the  pri’-^-'a-y 
ission  this  ounrtor  oi"  sup -forti;-.  •  the  Inf.i'ntry  Di-vd.sion,  The 

tmit  also  supported  lACV,  IFPV  Artillery  Griup,  5^1-  Sp'oci-l  Forces  Group, 

TI  Corps  Hq,  173  ARM  id.e,  a:>d  ARVN  units.  A  now  ndssion,  Coi.ffer.rd  and 
Co'otrol  for  the  22nd  ARVN  Division,  was  added  this  qurrtor* 

(4)  The  179th  Aviati'n  Co’-.p.onj'-  (Support  Holiccptor)  ccntio.ued  to  support 
the  first  "ff'.d  second  bri.'pades  of  the  Atli  Infaritrj'  Divisi.rn  in  the  An  Khe 
area.  Resupply  and  operations  were  conducted  froor.  the  Ni[;ht  Jir-'i  or  Pad 
(iLU  Kho),  .Irn.ayijddon,  and  LZ  Uplift,  It  also  supported,  tho  22r.d  Division 
(/iRVN)  out  of  Ilui  Djeroiii^  and  Due  Co  in  the  Mr.y  through  Juno  Ca:.ibodi.an 
operation.  Minor  support  was  piven  to  the  l/92  /artillery  .''aid  the  5th 
Special  Forces, 

(5)  The  109th  Aviation  Co.-ipany  (Assault  Helicopter)  provided  support 
to  the  4th  Infantry  Division  f.rr  a  'aassive  'rp-....r  rtion  into  Cr.nhcdia 

fron  3  May  70  to  29  iiay  70,  Durino  the  rerLaindor  of  the  quarter  r;cncral 
support  w^s  piven  to  5th  Special  F  rees,  II  Corp  s,  and  the  52  .d  Aviation 
Battalion. 

(6)  IharinG  the  :ionths  of  May,  Juno,  and  July,  the  17Cth  Aviation  Conpany 
(Assault  helicopter)  oontir.uod  in  a  GRTueral  supp  ^rt  role.  The  'aain 
mission  support  went  to  /JIVN  units,  C^.-.and.  and  Control  Central,  5th  Spocial 
Forces,  22nd  Divisiv'n  Forvrjrd,  CORDS,  and  II  Corps  in  the  Kontui.i  Province 
and  tho  Ploiku  Province  areas, 

(7)  The  361st  Aviation  Cor.Tpr.ny  (Escort)  has  had  tho  priaorj’’  aissirn  of 
sup'portinp  Conr.anjd  and  C  ntrol  Central  (FOP  II)  daily  with  four  (4) 

AH-IG's,  Tjdditionally,  two  (2)  /Ji-1G’s  supported  II  C^rps  and  the  4th 
Infantry  Division  froo;  1  May  1970  to  12  July  1970,  Froa  12  July  to 
the  present  the  two  (2)  o.bovo  nenticned  AH-1G*s  were  in  support  of  FOE 
op;orations  fron  a  second  lau.’  ch  site  Icoated  at  Due  Co, 
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(8  J  'Hio  57th  lvi.'.tion  Com  pony  (i*3:;;'.iilt  h>-liccpter)  continues  to  provide 
support  prinoxily  to  tho  4th  Iii‘..ntry  Division,  II  C-.,rp;,  IF'FV  i'vrtillcrjij  and 
the  5th  SpecioJ.  Forcos  Group, 

(9 )  During  the  period  the  bo.tto.iicn  oxporionced  hr.zr.rdouB  flying 
conditions  duo  to  the  monsoon  suo.son. 


0,  (C)  Troining.  The  Battolioa  hr.s  initiated  o.n  extonsivo  trr.irdng 

progrojQ  during  this  quarter  to  ensure  tliat  all  personriel  rcre  prop>-rly 
trained,  Roplc.coment  training  of  instructor*  pilots  has  received  utmost 
attention,  Tlireo  aviators  v/oro  trained  at  tlio  instructor.!  pilot  schcil, 

5th  iivn  Dot,,  Phu  Loi,  and  c.dditioniil  instructor  pilots  were  requested  to 
glvo  instruction  hero  at  Erttali-n.  Tlioso  instructcTs  qua.lified  nine  trainees 
as  inst’uot:r  pilots,  jdditi  nol  iiJiRTS  courses  have  boon  requested  and 
received  in  the  following  fields:  Technical  Inspectors,  Engine  Course,  Tech 

Supply,  Power  Train,  and  Radar  Operators. 


f.  (Cj  Lcgistlc.s, 

(1 )  Class  II:  Shertc-ges  wero  experienced  in  cort.ain  sizes  of  flight  g-lcves. 
This  is  ,.  coiiviriUinq  problem, 

(2)  Tota.l  JP-^  dispensed  by  this  battall '.n  duriiif  'ohe  roportinp  period 
v/.'S  1,5'^1,00Ci  g'il-r.s, 

(3)  Qass  V. 

a,  ijimniniti -n  cxponditui’cs  and  issues  were  basically  bclcu  txie  ;iR'unt6 
shci.T.  on  last  report.  This  vr.s  a  direct  result  of  lii.iitod  activity’’  in  Dak  To 
rend  no  activity  in  Dak  Seang,  lunmunltion  isotios  end  ciqioi.ditures  fer 
helicopter  gunships,  by  type,  wero  as  follows: 


NOMEl'ICUTURE 

ISSUED  FRCM  i.SP 

EXPENDED 

2.75"  Rkt 

6,639 

14,476 

hOmm 

35,596 

19,200 

7,62;'3 

916,000 

519,9^3 

2'1 

4,fTX' 

2,960 

b.  2,75"  r-'  ckets  (fleshettes )  tro  a  c..;ti:.uing  problor,  Ihc  nSP  is  net 
"ut.  riz' d  t’-  ot.  ck  tho.sc  ixor.t  and  they  .-.re  currently  n  tho  ti-rinitlily 
listi.  .gs, 

{.f)  Class  IX:  P.ep-ir  pr.rts  for  tlio  SPh-4  nelmet  ajro  a  prcblod,  It 
present  all  support  'rrits  arc  in  the  process  cf  u;;t;hDllSiiing  aSL’s  f.er  those 
!-.(.lncts.  Tills  sh'.nld  scivo  the  problem, 

g.  (b)  Civil  Affairs. 

(1  )  Tho  first  joint  United  Stc.tos  uiriy  raid  i*.rn,7  c.!  the  Republic  of 
Vietnam  (hiRVN)  civic  action  project  in  tile  Pleiku  ojto:'.  wt.s  conpJoted  on  3 
July  1970,  Tlic  project  was  conducted  in  cu erdinatii. n  with  the  lOtli  iJlVN 
Englnoer  Battalion, 
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(2)  Several  tons  of  fatigues  were  donated  by  the  45'th  GenorrJ.  Support 
Group,  Each  conpcjiy  of  52nd  Lvn  En  (Cbt)  dono.tod  food,  clothing,  and 
building  natorirJLs,  The  S^'/id  ..viation  B>-.tt(.'.lion  o.nd  20th  iJRVN  engineer 
ncdics  conducted  joint  out-pr.tient  treataont  and  distributed  5,000  bars 

of  soap  to  the  Z'fQOQ  Montagiv'.rds  oi'  Plei  Ibnu,  KLoi  Cliuet,  Plei  lige. 

(3)  The  57tli  iLHC,  jji  Kho,  is  invelvod  in  a  prograr.  of  villr.go  i.‘;provoricnt 
by  constructing  latrines  and  recrer.tiono.1  areas,  by  noving  hc-nes  t-'  better 
locations,  ruid  by  giving  nedico-l  treatnent  tc  newly  arrived  rofugoi-s'  pri-.r  to 
relacation, 

(4)  The  IVOth*  ^JiC,  Kontun,  is  currently  involved  in  a  project  to  provide 
the  Dr.  Patricia  Saith  nospite.1  5.n  Kontui.i  with  1200  gala,  of  potable  vio.ter  on 
a  daily  basis.  In  ■addition  nedics  fren  the  154th  fed.  Dot,  tvainirg 
M...ntagra'.rds  in  the  duties  of  a  laboratory  toc;-“ician. 

(5)  Hic  189th  illC,  Cciip  Holloway,  is  providing  support  for  and  s-larlos 
of  two  schecl  teachers  at  Tora  Bol, 

(u)  The  361st  nvn  Go  (E),  Cap.p  KoUcray  cjid.  thio  119tli  iHC,  ,.n  Khc,  are 
previding  mterial  and  assistance  in  tlic  building  a  Vietnaueso  scho'  1  at  Xcu  fei. 

(7)  Approxirr.toly  150-170  fenta-gnards  aral  Victnra’OEo  are  treated  each 
:.:onth  in  the  dlspensa-ries  at  Kollowr.y,  Kontun,  An  Kiic;, 

(8 )  The  52nd  See  Dot,  Car’.p  Holloway,  oporatos  a  fi-ntr.gn'ards  Souvenir  shop, 
Hejidloraft  Itcas  are  purchased  fron  the  Kontagnards  and  said  at  an  profit, 
Tliose  profits  arc  in  turn  used  tc  support  fcc  dctr.clr .ent ’ s  ether  fiivic  c.ction 
prcgrrjns,  Rccontly  they  purchased  two  orr''ns  to  be  donated  to  l^c.'l  Mcnt:..gnf.rd 
churches.  The  52nd  Sec,  Dct,  also  assists  the  20th  ARVi:  ENG  GP  (C)  in  its 
civic  action  progrrai, 

h,  (U)  /l.rcrri't  i'laintonr.nco. 

(1  )  Maintcnajico  Statistics; 


i*H-1G 

UH-19 

UH-1H 

ch=.4ZC 

OK-58 

Aircraft  Authorized* 

12 

32 

93 

16 

5 

Total  Aircraft  i,G  signed 

11 

27 

68 

16 

4 

Average 

11 

6.7 

22 

16 

2 

Avc. liability  Ra.te  (^) 

92,5 

65,8 

£1.3 

66,6 

77.2 

EEM  Ra.tQ 

12,5 

21.9 

17.2 

24.2 

•Statistics  are  based  on  Ist  ,».vn  Bdo  Letter,  dtd  18  iiprll  1970, 
SUBJECT;  Idrcrolt  Authi;riza.ti  ns. 
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(2)  /drareft  on-h".nd  str.tus  r.a  of  31  July  1970. 


iJi-1G  Lli-IG  Uh-lii  G!iwi7C  C:;-58 
I'l'IT  Auth/OH  4.utii/QH  iuitli/OH  ..utle/OH  i.uth/ OK 


57th  Avn  Co 

S/7 

22/21 

119t}i  .'.vu  Co 

8/6 

22/22 

17Gth  j.v:!  Co 

8/8 

22/20 

2/2 

179t:i  *.vn  Go 

16/16 

IRcth  i-T.'.  Co 

8/6 

22/22 

3h1  s  t  j;vn  Co 

12/11 

1/2 

3/2 

(3)  iJ-i'cr,.ft  av.-.ilability  r-'-tus  by  unit  and  '..thur  tr.cul,-.tcd 
il-  t".  "xc  sh  vni  i;-!  L'.cloe’jrc  5. 

i,  (U)  j.acldcr.t  Provonti;.!-,. 

(1)  Thoro  wore  r.  tot:.!  of  fourtoon  (I4)  r.ccidontc  recorded  duxliif;  this 
qu'.rti-.r.  (Soo  Inclosure  6).  The  breckdiwn  of  co.usc  factors  censists  cf 

(7)  : .  .tci'ial  fnlliiTcs  end  seven  (7)  huixji  f  '.ctors  r.ocidontc,  T!ic  only 
trend  ^'urinj  this  repertinb'  pv-riod  consist;;  of  six  (6)  enfine 
f.'ilixes,  four  (4)  of  which  occxired  in  June,  .J.1  suspect  conpononts  were 
subidtted  for  terxd.wn  end  analysis.  Uio  Six-P  iat  Si'^inc  Preservatim 
Probrrx,,  irdtiatod  by  rJJ.  battalion  units  in  JvuLy,  should  prcntly  reduce 
onpi'.-.o  fc.iluros  in  tl.o  futiire, 

(2)  There  var'c  12  incidents  rcpcrtcol  duxiii/-  t!  j;;  qu  rtor,  14.iio  Tutor 

and  toil  rotor  strldces  acco’ont  for  sevoaty-tlu'ce  percent  rnd  hard  luidiiogs 

for  two’ity-sovon  percent  of  toie  totol..  The  pr:blc:is  in  those  aruas  were  duo 

te  pur  .tional  error,  lack  of  supervision  er.  tlic  part  of  ".ix  nissi.n  coeiuanders 

1’’.  the  eh., lee  f  landing  z.  no:.-,  .and  lack  of  judgenent  er.  the  pert  of  aircraft 

ooTXanders,  Biplir.sis  has  been  placed  cn  tlioso  ’wc!:.kr.es..es  a;;  well  as  on 
per  .tor  .awaxonosa  and  kia.-wledce  of  aircrrJL’t  capf.bilitias, 

(3)  16  precauti'  nary  luidinps  were  noted  in  tliis  toxco  rrnth  peri  ad, 

Ei.  vun  jf  tiieso  I'cnbLngB  occured  an  the  •. .onth  ;f  J'oly,  Despite  alosu  .a.  nitoring 
rf  cause  factorr.,  significant  trends  !iovc  buon  boervod,  Brginu  failure 
'.cc’.'jrtc  ’  for  the  cnly  forced  i-Xiding  durtobi;  the  period. 

j.  (U)  PllKht  Stand:  xdizatien 

(1)  Thio  Eo.tt.ali  n  StaniV'rdizr.tian  socti.a  flov;  54  hours  this  qur.rtcr 
nuolifyir.a  now  instructor  pil.ots  and  rdi inisturing  90  day  stondarizaticn  rides, 

(2)  Records  h'vo  n..t  been  adequately  : .r.into.inod  at  this  office  to 
■aubstointiato  the  queJ-ity  pcrf.-ruance  cf  those  instructor  pilots  trrJjied, 

Records  do  nut  reflect  huv  laany  written  and  flight  ex'':ilnati  ns  wei'e  given 
to  tliG  applicants  .at  bctca.li.in  level  for  pro..peotlve  aircraft  errr  ndors. 
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(3)  llio  Stcjidf'jizr'.ti  .n  sccti- will  r.n  ir.tonLilvc  tr.-.ining 

progran  tc  upgrade  tho  quality  rf  tho  ca.;pa.iiy  IPs  >.nd  alrcrcift  cermnders 
within  tho  br.ttrJJ.on.  Roe  Tda  of  such  trr.irJ.;v:  will  be  ;  j-.int'.inod, 

k,  (C)  Orrmizr-tirn.  Post  Hc.'.ulqunrtcr3  has  supported  tonant  units  of 
Caap  ricUewr.y  in  several  areas  includin{  airfield  operations,  base  defense, 
base  dovelrpLicnt,  f  acilities  enainccrinr,  post  oxch'-.ngc,  Offioi;r  .r-eid  NCO/B'1 
Clubs,  special  services,  law  and  order  activitios,  fire  fightiii/j,  end 
civiliaji  personnel, 

1,  (U)  Other 

(1 )  ■Qi.culin. 

(a)  The  52nd  iiviation  Bat  ..-li  n  (Cor.:b:'.t)  Cons jli.'. ate d  Clic  rl"  irs  'Fbnd 

dcsioTja.ted  speci.''!  offerings  to  the  buildin.r  of  r.  new  wing  at  tlic  lcproBrj*iuii, 
cost  this  qur.rtor  ii546.60;  tc  the  building  of  a  new  wing  at  tl-e  Evangcliccl 
Clinic,  cost  this  quarter  $142. lOj  ccr.plcticn  of  tin,  scJ-.ocl  of-  Xu:  hoi,  i-279.B5j 
..nd  th.c  Tu  Tri:  Ctrpharu.go,  •#44.15.  The-  total  expenditures |  il.012,70, 

(b)  Cerp^' sponsorship  of  Clinpcl  Services  has  continued  tliis  quarter, 
R'.rticipc.tiou  by  tloc  :..cn  as  Lay  R^ad.orr,  Ushors,  ;'r.d  Greeters  h-.s  b^en 
gratifj'-ing,  Tho  c.h  ir  h:.s  a  nciibcrsldp  of  20  poeiaLe  tut  •..•.issio.is  of  their 
Lxrlts  cut  its  p(.te:.tial  to  ap;T'xir-..tciy  11  'pocplc  ec.ch  Sunday,  ntti-ndancc 
has  risen  slnco  tloo  52nd  J£(C)  ...nd  7/17  Cc.v  are  hclding  conbiiicd  services, 

(c)  Tho  Billy  GrrJv^ri  Associates  supply  tlie  post  levies  on  a  nenthly 
basis  at  no  cost.  They  h'vo  been  sh'.wr.  in  the  C..’.ip  Holloway  01. -.pel  on 
Sundr.y  nit;hts  and  in  oatlying  unite  in  Kcntui.i  ruid  iaT  K'.o  f’.uring  the  wock. 

(d)  The  Battalion  Chaplain  has  conducted  12  Menorial  Services  during 
tho  quarter.  On  19  July  1970,  tho  Eathilion  Chaplain  (Sinbustor  6)  rotiited 
and  ••'s  of  31  July  1970  the  battalion  still  lacked  a  replace;  lent, 

(2)  Sur.oeon. 

(a)  Mission;  The  nissit  n  of  the  Fll  ht  Surgeon  in  and  attached  to 

tho  52!:d  4vn  ^in  (Cbt),  is  to  provide  routine  aj^.d  u.orgency  health  care  to  the 
52nd  Avn  En  (Cbt)  and  all  sup- erting  units.  To  supi  ort  this  nission,  there 
are  tvfo  (2)  Flight  Surgeons  at  Canp  iiollov.'''.y  with  tlie  tv.'o  sup;  ortin;';  Medical 
Dctachncntj  one  Surgeon  wltl'.  one  Medical  Dot  .ch..ent  at  Kontianj  one  Surgeon 
with  one  .MedierJ.  Dot-'.clTi.ent  at  *vn  Khc. 

(b )  Observations i 

(1)  Training:.  Tlic  Eatt.al.vn  Surgeons  are  continually  strivin:-  to  1;  .prove 
herdth  c-rc,  by  giving  O.J.T,  raid  cross-training  to  the  i.adics  in  the  coni;rjid. 
Those  nedics  are  also  kept  current  and  proficient  in  their  MOS  by  temporary 
duty  a.s3ignuciits  tc  thb  7l3t  Evaoua.tion  Hospital  in  Plciku,  ftod  to  the  17th 
Field  Hospital  in  jvn  Klie,  for  review  of  their  professional  skills. 


CONFIDENTIAL 

f. 


u u.in.'i'uijjpa>.y  I  j.> .,  ■.,.ii|iiw«iw<»WTliWl^Wlilip;ppB)P|liPi;pjlpipip^pil|ppBPIByWPI^^ 


AVBi.GB-CC 

SirBJECT: 


(13  .u,  70)  CONFIDENTIAL 

Operati^-iiP-l  Report  -  Lessons  Lc’jmed,  He''.c’.c:ue.rtcrs, 
Eatt'.ll  n  (Ccnti-.t),  Period  Sndin^o  31  July  1970, 

RCS  CSFaR-65  (R2)  (U) 


52nd  i.vii'ticn 


(2)  Prevonticn,  Preventive  Medicine  i^.  of  hi£h  pii.rity  in  the  52nd 
i.vi’.tion  Br.ttnli  .n  (Ctt).  Routine  inspect!. ns  of  water  frcilitics,  r.oss  halls, 
s’.-.-  v;cTS,  latriricH  and  billets  ajpo  conducted  to  protect  tlic  healtli  of  the  cemand, 
Tl.c  Surreons  .'Iso  ^.r.rticip'.te  in  the  rrient(..tion  cf  new  tr  ps,  uiTit  safety 
i.G.tin.::s,  and  arc  r.vailabic  for  lectures  on  dxu<;s  and  venereal  '.liscase. 


(c)  jivr-Luaticn:  The  he '2th  of  the  c:r.''JKi  is  satisfactory  -'jid  effects 
.rc  continually  bo.inr  naf.’.o  to  i...provc  -thn,  hocltl^  free  overy  aspect* 


(j)  T-r-l 

(a)  Th>  52nd  Avi^.tion  bat  o.lian  (Cbt)  Sijnr-.l  S^cti  n  assu;,.cd  roapensibility 
a  25  i'hy  1970  f  .r  eperatin.'  the  c^:.u.*un.i  cr.ti  ns  center  previ.  usly  c ;  orated 
by  the  43ra  oi  .al  Rattr.lii  n.  Presontly,  the  52nd  nvn  Hr.  Cei:.;  Center  s  .rves 
ail  of  C. :.p  H. 11^ way,  except  f,;r  the  7/17  Cav,  v/iti'.  one  s  le  user  T/’T  circuit 
:  .t-..'ecn  oho  cve;  center  o.nd  the  I7th  C*.G  Center,  for  R<iTT  b  .ck-u;  the 

O'...  center  ..'.'.intains  aji  i.fl/GRC  122,  52Dd  Bn  is  in  tiie  process  of  uxU .blishint 
■  circuit  fr  i..  the  can.  center  to  both  the  170th  nvn  Cc  in  Kentun  an-l  tlie  57th/ 
li-th  nvn  Co's  in  4^.  Khe. 


(b)  52nd  Bn  recently  acquired  CdSEC  Icaistic.'l  sup-,  ert  fr::'i  t}ie  nearby 
4t).  Irl'antry  Division  CISS  on  ijctillery  Hill  in  the  Pleiini  area. 
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2,  Section  2,  Ifcssons  L^'irned:  Co:a.xandwrs  Obo:n/ations.  Ev-~3.ur.ticns 
and  Rocor.mendation8« 

n.  (C)  Foraonnol. 

(1)  Critical  MQS  Shortarcs. 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  Thcr-.-  still  ro;.alns  r.  critic-J.  sh^rta,-o  of 
avionics  NCO's.  Of  7  authorized,  only  one  is  orosently  r.ssicnod,  Tlio 
prcbler.  is  coupoundod  by  havin,;  only  2  of  4  auth  .rizod  Avionics  WarrrJit 
Officers  e.s3lt;ncd, 

(b)  EVALUATION :  Lack  of  quaJifie-d  pars  rjiol  results  in  reduced 
unit  effectiveness. 

(c)  RECOMl'tENDATION t  Action  be  taken  by  hither  hce.dquart._ro  (l) 
to  review  V'ersonnol  presently  assi,jncd  with  tb.c  intent  of  vffocting 
in-country  transfers;  and  (2)  to  increase  in-put  of  these  px;rscnnel, 

(d)  COMM'J'ID  ACTION;  Th_-  avi..-nics  shops  of  the  four  assault 
helicopter  ccr. panics  have  been  oo-locatod  which  results  in  a  ;'il:iiiaur. 
roquire.aent  of  two  .aviorJ.es  officers  anc’  two  avionics  NCO*s  for  the 
Go-locatcd  shop.  In  addition,  cno  avionics  KCO  each  is  require'-'’,  for 
the  179th  Aviation  Helicopter  Conpany  rjid  the  361  st  iissault  Holicopter 
Ccapany  who  are  not  authorized  avionics  Warrants  .and.  who  must  maintain 
separate  shops.  To  recap,  four  (4)  avionics  NCO's  "oad  two  (2)  avionics 
officers  are  required  as  a  i.ainlr.Tum,  In  the  event  xinlt  neves  necessitate 
breakup  of  the  co-locatod  shop,  ninimuns  would  increase  accordin,jly. 

( 2 )  Helicopter  Tech  Insrectors. 

(n)  OBSERVATION;  Thor.,  still  reiaains  .a  critical  shertapo  of 
qualified  MOS  trained  pxirscnncl  in  tho  .aircraft  raaijitananco  axoa. 

The  nost  critical  is  MOS  67N30  (Helicopter  Technic.ol  Inspector).  Of 
16  authorized,  only  four  (4)  ore  presently  assianed. 

(b)  EVALUATION :  Reduction  of  lanit  effectiveness,  quality  control, 
and  aircraft  availability  rates  result  from  lack  of  technically  qual¬ 
ified  persoiuaol. 

(c)  RECOMIENDATICIi :  Incrc,aso  inp^'Ut  of  presently  qu:J.ifiod.  personnel 
to  iJVRTS  courses. 

(d)  COMMirD  ACTION;  Fersomel  .arc  carefully  selected  to  fill 
available  quotas  for  in-country  courses. 

(3)  Drug  Abuse. 

(a)  OBoERVATIeN ;  The  52d  Aviation.  B.attalion  (Conbat)  has  previously 
reported  a  high  percenta  o  of  drur  abuse  throughout  the  oialisted  ranks, 
Dairing  tho  past  throe  months  the, re  has  boen  ar.  apparent  decrease  in  this 
■area,  ii 
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(b)  EV \LUATI0N :  The  decrease  in  drug  abuse,  while  not  as 

pronounced  as  desired,  has  been  evident  in  the  amount  of  drugs  and 
marijuana  being  turned  in  to  unit  officers  and  NCO's.  It  is  felt  the 
"No  Questions  Asked"  policy  is  to  be  credited  with  part  of  the  success 
here.  Command  emphasis  in  this  area  continues  to  be  important  in  con- 
troling  this  problem. 

R  E(.  OELME  NU  A  T 1 0  N  :  Iliat  continued  emphasis  be  placed  on  eli¬ 
minating  the  drug  threat  at  its  source.  To  effectively  accomplish  this 
end,  the  military  must  obtain  cooperation  and  assistance  from  the 
\'ietnamese  authorities.  In  addition,  further  effort  must  be  made  to 
enlarge  the  "Drug  User  Self  Help  program  to  accommodate  newly  addicted 
per  sonne 1 . 

(d)  CXIMMAND  ACTION:  Existing  troop  information  efforts  have 
been  expanded  to  include  personal  contact  whenever  possible.  Personnel 
who  have  divorced  themselves  from  drug  activity  have  been  employed  as 
spokesmen  in  an  attempt  to  reach  the  offender  at  his  own  level. 

b.  (U)  Intel  1 igence .  None. 

c.  (C)  Operat ions. 

( 1 )  Enemy  Activity. 

(a)  OBSERVATION :  This  reporting  period  has  had  considerably 
less  enemy  activity  in  the  local  area  than  the  last  reporting  period. 
Combat  operations,  aircraft  losses  and  casualties  have  all  decreased. 

(b)  evaluation :  fhe  monsoon  has  hampered  both  enemy  operations 
and  Iriendly  operati^]ns. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION  ■  Continued  effort  in  training,  equipment 
repair  and  maintenance. 

(d)  ( XiMMANl)  At  Tl  ON :  Decreased  enemy  activity  has  enabled  catch¬ 
up  efforts  on  training,  maintenance,  building  and  grounds  improvement, 
and  recreation, 

( 2 )  Use  of  Guard  Frequency. 

(a)  OBSERVATION :  Transnii  ss  i  ons  not  of  an  emergency  nature  are 
excessive  on  channel  243.00  UHF  Guard. 

(b)  EVALUATION :  UHF  Guard  Frequency  is  continually  used  by 

Air  Force,  Navy,  and  Army  pilots  for  contacting  wing  sJiips  and  pisting 
air  advisories.  Air  Mission  Controllers  use  this  frequency  for  contacting 
sliips  under  their  control.  GCA  and  radar  controllers  use  this  frequency 

for  controlling  aircraft.  These  and  other  violations  continue  to  jam 
tiie  emergency  frequency  and  could  cost  lives  unnecessarily. 
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(c)  RECOMMENDATION :  Greater  command  emphasis  be  placed  on  the 
use  of  the  LTIF  Guard  Frequency. 

(d)  C 0 MM AN D  AC T 1 0 N :  Radio  transmission  procedures  should  be 
discussed  m'o n t h  1  y  at  c omma nd  information  classes  and  Officers  Call. 

d.  (U)  Organ  i  za  t  ion .  N/ine. 

e.  (U)  Training. 

(1)  Flight. 

(a)  OBSERVATION :  The  hover-test  area  at  Holloway  remains  the 
only  flight  training  facility  in  the  Pleiku  area. 

(b)  EVALUATION :  The  Holloway  hover-test  area  is  hazardous  to  use 
and  some  essential  training  cannot  be  accomplished  due  to  the  fact  that 
low  level  entries  cannot  be  initiated  when  the  winds  are  from  the  east 
because  the  approach  leg  overflies  a  B0i)/BEQ  area. 

(c)  RECOMltENDATION :  That  the  present  hover-test  area  be  widened 
and  lengthened  and  that  a  now  area  be  built  for  aviator  training.  Any 
selected  area  should  not  cause  t''e  traffic  pattern  to  overfly  a  built- 
up  area  where  an  engine  failure  at  low  level  could  have  a  catastrophic 
re  su 1 1 . 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  A  work  request  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Deputy  Post  Commander  to  have  the  hover-test  area  widened  by  50  ft.  and 
lengthened  by  150  ft.  to  bettor  facilitate  power-off  maneuvers.  Low 
level  entries  will  be  prohibited  when  traffic  is  landing  to  the  east. 

(2)  CBR. 

(a)  OBSERVATION :  There  is  no  facility  on  Camp  Holloway  to 
provide  gas  chamber  exercise. 

(b)  EVALUATION :  A  requirement  exists  for  semi-annual  CBR  training 
at  Camp  Holloway. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION :  An  adequate  facility  be  provided  as  a  gas 
chamber  so  that  units  may  accomplish  required  semi-annual  training  in  CBR. 

f .  Log  i  st  ic  s. 

(  1  )  FI ight  Clothing 

(a)  OBSERVATION :  Flight  gloves  that  are  required  for  wear  on  all 
flights  are  extremely  difficult  to  obtain. 
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ib)  EVALUATION :  At  present  tliis  battalion  has  over  300  pairs  of 
flight  gloves  on  valid  requests.  Of  these  requests,  15%  are  over  30  days 
old  and  are  on  06  |)riority. 

(e)  RECOMMENDATION :  The  battalion  unit  supply  technician  consolidate 
on  a  one  (l)  time  basis,  ail  valid  due  out  requests  for  the  battalion  and 
hand  cart;,  this  request  directly  to  ICCV'  Long  Binh  for  an  issue  of 
those  gloves.  Units  concerned  will  submit  necessary  cancellations  to  their 
supporting  DSU's. 

id)  t.t)MMANL)  AC  T I  ON :  All  supply  actions  are  closely  monitored  to 
insure  timely  submission  and  adherence  to  proper  [)rocedures. 

g .  ( U )  Civil  Affairs. 

(a)  OBSERV.ATl  i)N :  Units  have  difficulty  in  obtaining  appropriate 
civic  action  programs  that  are  within  their  capabilities. 

(b)  EV'ALUATION :  This  results  from  a  general  lack  of  information 
on  channels  of  coordination  and  selection  criteria  for  civic  action 

in"  og  rams. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION :  That  civic  action  officers  within  the  unit 
be  informed  of  local  government  structure  and  be  given  a  guide  that 
will  enable  them  to  initiate  the  necessary  coordination. 

id)  C OMM.AND  .AC T 1 0 N :  An  SOP  is  being  compiled  that  will  set  forth 
e.xplicit  Coordination  instructions  and  project  criteria.  This  will 
enable  each  commander  and  his  civic  action  officer  to  coordinate  and 
select  projects  that  are  within  their  capabilities. 

h.  iU)  .Aircraft  Maintenance. 

i  1  )  .Aire  r  a  It  Aval  lab  i  1  i  ty 

(a)  OHSEkV.A  ITON  :  .Aircraft  ava  i  1  .il>  i  1  i  t  y  h.as  beoii  extremel\'  low 
this  quarter. 

(hi  Ei'ALU.A'I  ION :  Due  to  the  slow  replacenieni  ol  eomb.it  dnm.iged 
aircratt  from  last  reporting  quarti'r  along  with  receiving  normal  mission 
requirements,  the  52d  ABC  saw  a  high  accumulation  of  hours  on  the  avail- 
.ible  aircr.ift.  The  U.ss  of  ke>  personnel  in  m.i  i  ntenaiice  and  the  lack  o: 
schiio  1  -  tra  ined  r  ej)  1  aceraen  t  s  has  forced  the  units  to  select  personnel 
from  other  critical  areas  for  O.J.T.  in  tlie  vacant  positions. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION :  Mission  requirements  should  correlate  more 
closely  to  aircraft  availability. 
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(dl  COMMAND  ACTION:  Emphasis  will  be  placed  on  requisitioning 
experienced,  school- trained  replacements  in  maintenance  areas. 

(2)  Turbine  Engine  Conservation  Program. 

(a)  OBSERVATION :  Increasing  number  of  turbine  engine  failures. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  The  Battalion,  as  well  as  other  Army  aviation 
units  in  Vietnam,  are  running  into  the  ever-increasing  problem  of  engine 
failures,  more  specifically  T53-L-13  Turbine  Engine  failures. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  The  iiranediate  implementation  of  a  vigorous 
turbine  engine  conservation  program. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  By  utilizing  organic  resources  and  the  aid 
of  Major  Leonard  J.  Rodowich  and  the  USARV  Engine  Conservation  Team, 
the  52d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  has  initiated  a  strong  turbine 
engine  conservation  program.  The  b  Point  Engine  Program  as  initiated 
by  the  1st  Aviation  Brigade  consists  of  the  following: 

1.  Daily  engine  recording  (DER). 

2.  More  extensive  use  of  the  Jet-Cal  Analyzer. 

3.  More  extensive  use  of  the  Vibration  Meter. 

4.  Oil  Spectro-Analysis  Program. 

5.  POL  procedures. 

6.  Go-No-Go  plaques. 

The  52d  Battalion  is  extremely  confident  that,  by  strongly  adhering  to 
this  program,  the  life  of  turbine  engines  will  be  extended  and  main¬ 
tenance  problems  reduced. 

i.  (U)  Accident  Prevention. 


(a)  OBSERVATION :  Companies  supporting  US  Divisional  units  in 
the  An  Khe  area  have  complained  about  troops  deplaning  without  warning. 

(b)  EVALUATION :  One  helicopter  was  lost  due  to  troops  deplaning 
at  an  unexpected  moment  despite  the  fact  that  the  troops  had  been 
briefed  not  to  deplane  until  instructed  to  do  so  by  the  crew. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION :  Aviation  companies  must  take  the  initiative 
and  coordinate  loading  and  offloading  procedures  with  the  supported 
units  even  before  a  problem  develops.  This  can  be  done  at  any  level  of 
responsibility  including  down  to  the  individual  aircraft  commander  who 

can  make  his  desires  known  to  ground  personnel  by  radio. 
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(d)  COMRLANU  ACTION :  Aircraft  crews  and  Air  Mission  Commanders 
hav'e  been  encouraged  to  deal  directly  with  supported  units. 

j.  (I!)  Standardization. 

(a)  OBSERVATION :  The  flight  standardization  among  the  companies 
has  been  marginal  at  best  for  this  quarter. 

(b)  EVALUATION :  Every  accident  during  this  quarter  pointed  its 
linger  at  a  weakness  in  th.e  Battalion  standardization  program,  particu¬ 
larly  in  tile  four  lift  companies.  Justice  has  not  been  given  the  in- 

e  luntrv  r  i  n  t  a  t  ion  ride  and  90  dav  standardization  ride.  Company  IP's 
have  not  luaintaiiud  their  proficiency  at  a  level  that  is  desirable  and 
conducive  to  training. 

(c )  REC.OMMENDATION :  A  training  program  be  established  for  the 
Cvimpany  instructor  pilots  t<'  acquaint  themselves  with  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  lor  a  properly  conducted  in-country  orientation  ride  and  the  90 
day  standardization  ride.  Additionally,  they  should  be  trained  to  be 
alert  to  and  (bservant  of  activities  which  indicate  violations  of 
regulations  and  poor  flying  discipline  on  the  part  of  flying  personnel. 

(d)  COMMANO  ACTiuN:  (.enmiand  emphasis  has  been  placed  in  this 
area.  Formal  classes  are  being  scheduled  and  a  concentrated  effort  is 
being  made  to  upgrade  the  proficiency  level  of  the  company  instructor 
pi  lots. 

k  .  ( U )  Other . 

(1)  Chan  la  in.  None 

(2)  iHirgeoi! .  None 

(  3 )  Slgna  1  . 

(.1)  iv tVc  cess  to  the  World  Wide  T/T  Cit''  'it. 

(  1  j  CBSERV.Ai  KIN :  52d  Bn's  only  access  to  '  iie  world  wide  T/T 
circuit  IS  tlirough  an  over-the-counter  account  with,  the  I'leiku  .Area 
(.onnn  center,  approx  iina  t  e  1  y  b  miles  from  Camp  Hull  'way. 

(2)  E'.'.ALL'.AriON :  This  situation  '.auses  undue  delay  in  the  delivery 
iT  priority  and  higher  messages.  .Also,  night  pick-up  is  only  possible 
with  the  aid  of  armed  escort  or  helicopter  transportation. 

(i)  RECO.^LMENDAIICN :  That  the  52d  Bn  acquire  a  minor-relay  T/T 
circuit  from  Pleiku  Area  Comm  Center  to  the  52d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat)  Comm  Center. 
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(4)  COMMAND  ACTION :  52d  Bn  is  presently  in  the  process  of  acquiring 
a  minor-relay  T/T  circuit  from  Pleiku  Area  Comm  Center  to  52d  Aviation 
Battalion  (Combat)  Comm  Center.  At  present  personnel  shortages  preclude 
furnishing  personnel  at  both  ends  of  this  minor-relay  circuit. 

(b)  ZYS/ZYR:  Retrofit  Program. 

(1)  OBSERVATION :  Although  approximately  90%  of  our  aircraft 
have  been  ZYS/ZYR  modified  to  accept  KY-28's,  less  than  60%  of  our 
aircraft  have  KY-28's  installed  for  lack  of  a  mount. 

(2)  EVALUATION :  As  a  secure  voice  system  must  have  maximum 
participation  to  be  successful.  Lack  of  KY-28  mount  is  causing  secure 
voice  to  be  utilized  on  only  a  small  scale  within  the  battalion. 

(3)  RECOMMENDATION :  KY-28  mounts  must  be  made  more  readily 

accessible,  either  upon  initial  issue  of  incoming  aircraft  or  from  a 
fully  stocked  and  readily  accessible  avionics  or  COMSEC  Logistical 
Supply  Point. 

(4)  COMMAND  ACTION:  Liaison  has  been  made  with  17th  Group  con¬ 
cerning  this  problem  and  the  battalion  is  waiting  command  action. 

(c)  Malfunctions  of  X-MODE  KY-38/VRC  12  Interconnect  Cables. 

(1)  OBSERVATION :  There  have  been  excessive  malfunctions  in  the 
X-MODE  KY-38/VRC  12  interconnect  cables. 

(2)  EVALUATION :  This  has  caused  excessive  inoperation  time  of 
secure  voice  equipment.  At  times,  52d  Avn  Bn  has  been  forced  to  have 
cables  made  by  the  local  COMSEC  logistical  support  unit.  These  cables 
require  repair  often. 

(3)  RECOMMENDATION :  X-MODE  KY-38/VRC  12  interconnect  cables 
should  be  made  more  readily  accessible  either  with  the  initial  issue 
of  KY-38's  or  from  a  well  stocked  and  readily  accessible  avionics  or 
COMSEC  logistical  supply  point. 

(4)  COMMAND  ACTION :  Liaison  has  been  established  with  17th  Group 
concerning  this  problem  and  the  battalion  is  waiting  command  action. 
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iiV&vCB-SC  (13  Kug  70)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  Headqxiarters,  52nd 
/kviation  Battalion  (Combat),  Period  Ending  31  July  1970 
ikCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 


DA,  hklvDQUARTSRS,  17TH  AVIATION  Gi<0UP  (CQ^iBAT),  aPO  96240  23  August  1970 

TO: 


Department  of  the  array  (aCSFOR,  DA),  Washington,  D.G.  20315 
Ccanmanding  General,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  aPO  96350 


(U)  Thi.s  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  attached  report,  considers  it 
adequate  and  concurs  with  the  contents  except  as  indicated: 


a.  Section  1.  Operations:  Significant  activities.  Paragraph  1c, 
Intelligence,  should  include  statistics  regarding  the  number  and  tj^pe  of 
security  clearances  granted  and  validated  during  the  period. 


b.  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned,  Commander's  Observations,  Evaluations 
and  Recoramc ndations . 


(1)  Paragraph  2k(3)(a).  Nonconcur.  The  battalion  lias  assigned  its 
authorized  number  of  personnel  in  MOS  05C20,  Howovor,  many  of  these  in¬ 
dividuals  arc  performing  other  duties. 


(2)  Paragraph  2k(3)(b).  Nonconcur.  Approximately  80^  of  the  air¬ 
craft  vdthin  tho  battalion  arc  equipped  with  the  mounts  and  the  KY-28 
nodules,  'idciinical  assistance  in  the  requisitioning  of  existing  shortages 
of  mounts  has  been  provided  the  battalion  by  tnis  headquarters. 


(3)  Paragraph  2k(3)(c).  Nonconcur.  These  cables  are  fabricated  by 
the  USAECOM  Deix)t.  The  procedure  for  procuriiig  those  cables  has  boon 
provided  to  the  battalion. 


FOR  THE  COMM/kiLDER: 


r 


/ 


■  BILU  W.  COUGl-IRaN/ 
CPT,  ikGC 
rtsst  adjutant 


CF: 

CO,  52nd  .hB(C) 
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AVFA-GC-HIST  (23  Aug  70)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Raport-Leasons  Learned,  Headquarters,  52d  Aviation 
Battalion  (Combat),  Period  Ending  31  July  1970,  RCS,  CSPOSr-65 
(R2)  (U) 

DA,  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  S.F.  96350  y  bLi’ '970 

TO:  Commanding  General,  Ist  Aviation  Brigade,  APO  96384 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  evaluated  subject  Operational  Report- 
Lessons  Learned  and  forwarding  indorsement  and  concurs. 

2,  Reference  Section  1,  paragraph  IK  (l) :  A  chaplain  wis  assigned,  23 
August  1970. 

3.  Reference  Section  2,  paragraph  2a:  A  shortage  of  avionics  NCO's  and 
warrant  officers  (286A)  is  acute  country-wide. 

4,  Reference  paragraph  If  (1):  Flight  gloves  are  available  in  the  supply 
system  in  Vietnam.  A  detailed  check  will  be  mads  to  resolve  this  situation. 


FOR  IHE  CCMMANDIR: 


V  f  > 

ROBERT  R  OlIN 
CPT,  AGC 
A:s'  AG 


CF: 

1  -  CO,  17TH  AVN  GP  (C),  (LESS  ORLL) 
1  -  GO,  52D  AVN  BN  (C),  (LESS  ORLL) 
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SLCJECTi  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  ^26.  Aviation 

Battalion  (Combat),  Period  Ending  31  July  1970,  RCS,  CSFOR-j5  vL.".) 

DA,  HEAD.UARTERS  1ST  AVIATIOK  BRIGADE,  APO  9'S3S4  14  SEP  197'J 

THRUi  Commanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  ATTNi  AVHGC-DST, 

APO  96375 

Commander-In-Chief,  Unixed  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTNj  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

TOj  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D,C.  70310 

1,  This  headi-iUarters  has  reviewed  subject  report  and  concurs  with  the 
contents  as  Indorsed, 

The  following  ad.ditior.al  comments  are  considered  pertinentj 

a.  Paragraph  2a(l)  addresses  critical  shortage  of  avionics  personnel. 

The  status  o^ersonnel  possessing  MOS  351*40  is  continuously  monitored  by  this 
headauaxters.  Special  attention  is  given  to  the  assignment  of  new  arrivals 
possessing  this  MOS,  Avionics  supervisors  are  currently  assigned  to  units 
most  critically  in  need  of  these  individuals.  Higher  headquarters  has  been 
aware  of  shortages  of  personnel  in  MGS  .'SoA  and  35P^tC  for  some  time.  The 
shortage  appears  to  be  world  wide. 

b.  Paragraph  2a(l)  addresses  critical  shortage  of  personnel  with  I!03C 
07II30.  1st  Aviation  Brigade  currently  has  39.. 1,''  of  authorized  in  MOSC  £71oC 
while  the  17th  GAG  has  only  12,5^  cf  authorized.  Due  to  the  shortage  of  MOSC 
C7iO0  lu  the  17th  CAG,  additional  personnel  in  ilOSC  67W.iO  have  been  assigned 
to  the  17th  CAG  for  a  manning  level  of  73.7-»  while  the  Brigade  has  only  39.3  .. 
of  authorized.  Personnel  with  MOSC  67W20  are  capable  of  performing  67N30 
duties. 

FOR  THE  COMIiANDERi 
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AVHDO-DO  (13  Aug  70)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECTi  Operation  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  52nd 
Aviation  Battalion  (Combat),  Period  Ending  3-  duly  1970 
RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)(U) 

Headquarters,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  APO  San  Francisco  9^375  4DECI970 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

This  Headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  3-  July  ’970  from  Headquarters,  52nd 
Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  and  comments  of  indorsing  headquarters. 


2.  Comments  follow: 


a.  Reference  item  concerning  "Critical  MOS  Shortages,"  paige  11,  para¬ 
graph  2a(l);  nonconcur.  There  are  105  spaces  authorized  in  USARV  in  MOS 
286a,  the  MOS  associated  with  Avionics.  Sixty-nine  warrant  officers  having 
this  MOS  are  currently  assigned.  Requisitions  for  October  1970  through 
March  1971  where  submitted  and  validated.  DA  has  filled  sixty-seven  of  these 
requisitions.  There  are  thirty-five  losses  occurring  between  October  1970 
and  March  1971 1  resulting  in  an  overall  projected  assigned  strength  of  lOl 
through  March  1971 •  Because  of  the  Army-wide  shortage  of  warrant  officers 
trained  in  avionics,  DA  has  substituted  approximately  thirteen  lieutenants 
who  have  been  school  trained  in  avionics  and  who  will  arrive  during  December 
1970  -  February  1971  time  frame.  It  is  anticipated  that  shortages  in  MOS 
286a  will  be  significantly  reduced  in  the  near  future.  No  action  by 
USARPAC  or  DA  is  recommended. 


b.  Reference  item  concerning  "Helicopter  Tech  Inspectors,"  page  11, 
paragraph  2a(2),  Shortages  of  specialized  aviation  maintenance  personnel 
continue  to  be  a  matter  of  concern  at  all  echelons  of  command.  In  an 
attempt  to  provido  this  Headquarters  with  some  immediate  relief,  DCSPER-DRD, 
DA  haa  initiated  a  program  as  an  attempt  to  provide  approximately  200 
aviation  malntenaince  and  avionics  volunteers  on  a  TDY  basis  for  a  5  month 
period.  Continued  action  by  USARPAC  and  DA  is  required  to  identify  and 
assign  surplus  personnel  to  USARV  to  fill  critical  shortages  and  to  insure 
timely  fill  of  personnel  requisitions.  Unit  has  been  so  advised. 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  "Insufficient  Access  to  the  World  Wide  T/T 
Circuit,"  page  16,  paragraph  2k(3)(a’).  Unless  volume  of  night  traffic 

is  substantial,  aidequate  courier  service  can  be  provided  to  the  Pleiku 
Area  Communication  Center.  Unit  has  been  so  advised. 


d.  Reference  item  concerning  "ZYS/ZYR:  Retrofit  Program,"  page  ’,7, 
paragraph  2k(3)(b)  and  1st  Indorsement,  paragraph  b(2).  The  ZYS  modifica¬ 
tion,  when  complete,  includes  mount  MT-3802.  A  check  of  the  log  book  should 
reveaJ.  whether  the  mount  was  or  was  not  included  in  the  modification. 


21 


Av:-[I10-D0  ('.3  Aug  ?0)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECT  1  Operation  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  52nd 
Aviation  Battalion  (Combat),  Period  Ending  3'  July  '970 
RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)('J) 

If  the  log  book  indicates  that  the  mount  was  installed,  a  survey  should 
be  made  to  determine  what  happened  to  it.  If  the  log  book  indicates  that 
the  mount  was  not  installed,  the  requirement  should  be  made  known  through 
avionics  channels.  Neither  the  ZYS  kit  nor  separate  components  are  avail¬ 
able  through  COMSEC  logistical  channels.  Unit  has  been  so  advised. 

e,  Reference  item  concerning  "Malfunction  of  X-MODE  KY-36/VRC  '2 
Interconnect  Cables,"  page  17,  paragraph  2k(3)(c)  and  !st  Indorsement, 
paragraph  b(3).  When  there  are  excessive  malfunctions  of  equipment,  an 
EIR  (Equipment  Improvement  Report)  should  be  immediately  forwarded  to 
NMP.  The  KY-38/VRC-12  Interconnect  cables  are  common  supply  items  that 
are  allocated  by  USARV  as  they  arrive  in-country.  These  cables  cannot 
be  requisitioned  through  avionics  or  COMSEC  logistical  channels.  Unit 
has  been  so  ctdvised. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  I 


Cy  fumi 
1st  Avn  Bde 
52nd  Avn  Bn 
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GPOP-DT  (13  Aug  70)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  52d  Aviation  Battalion 

(Combat),  for  Period  Ending  31  July  1970, 

RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  2  8  JAN  1971 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department 

of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 
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Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  HQ,  52d  Aviation 

Battalion  (Combat) 

4.  one  ni^Ti  VK  MOT  1 1  (Typd  of  fdpmt  mnd  Includtwo  dmtmm) 


Experiences  of  unit  engaged  in  counterinsurgency  operations!  May  to  31  July  1970. 

ft  AU  thomoi  (FItml  nmmim,  mtiddia  Inillml,  Immt  nomoj 


CO,  52d  Aviation  Battalion 


•  MCPOMT  OATl 

L3  August  1970 

im.  TOTAU  NO  OP  PAGCf 

33 

7b  NO  OP  REFS 

M.  CONTNAC  r  OR  GRANT  NO 

ftA.  ORIGINATOR'S  AFPOHl  NUMBERlSi  1 

b.  PROJCC  T  NO 

703096 

N/A 

ftb.  OTHER  REPORT  NO(S1  (Any  othat  ntmthern  that  tiav  ha  mrrtgnod  \ 

thir  rmpnti) 

d. 

10  OISTMiauTION  ITATCmCnT 


II  SURPU EmCn T ART  NOTES 

12.  SPONSORING  MILITANT  ACTIVITT 

N/A 

DA,  OACSFOR,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

r* 

DD 


?o?..t473 


31 


UNCLASSIFIED 

Secuntv  ClasttficBlion 


